
Youth Group Plus 
Episode 8 

“What Does it Mean to ‘Love God with My Mind’?” 
 

 

• The Setup 

o The Greatest Commandment: 

37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is 
equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 The entire law and all the 
demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” 
Matthew 22:37-40 

§ Mind … intelligence … thinking … imagination  

o Paul’s Challenge:  

And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through him to God the Father. … Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you 
were working for the Lord rather than for people. Colossians 3:17, 23 

 

• How do you love God with your: Mind … Intelligence …Thinking … Imagination 

o Do the best thinking you can. 

§ Time, place, surroundings, etc. 

o Quiet your mind. 

§ Mind-killers: laziness and distraction 

§ Amusing Ourselves to Death, Neil Postman 

o Think about good things. 

§ You can’t control what pops into your head, but you can control what you 
dwell on. 

And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what 
is true, and honorable, and right (appropriate), and pure, and lovely (pure), and 
admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. 
Philippians 4:8 

  



o Don’t think about bad things. 

§ Anger 

§ Lust 

o Let God renovate your imagination. 

§ Because we’ve been shaped by our experiences, our imaginations are dull. 
 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a 
new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. Romans 12:2 

§ Paul connect a renovated imagination with knowing God’s will. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Your Turn 

o What are some things that stuck out in today’s teaching? 

o What are some questions you have? 

o How does today’s teaching apply to your lives? 

o What do you sense the Holy Spirit is saying to you specifically through this teaching? 

o What are you going to do about? 

 

• Go-To Question 

o How do you make sure you’re growing in your relationship with Jesus? 

o Why is that so important? 

 

o We are called to love God with our mind.  

§ You can build into your life the habit of thinking differently. It takes time, but God 
wants to help you … let him! 

§ God will replace your negative, toxic, bad thinking with positive, healthy, helpful 
thinking. 

§ God will teach you how to think in ways that change the world. 

 

 

 


